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Current drought status from Drought Monitor

http://www.drought.unl.edu/dm/monitor.html



Cumulative Rainfall Deficits

Past 30 days

Past 180 days

http://water.weather.gov/precip/



7-day Rainfall Totals



5-Day Precipitation Forecast

http://www.hpc.ncep.noaa.gov/qpf/day1-5.shtml



7-day average Pacific Ocean SST Anomalies

http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/precip/CWlink/MJO/enso.shtml



Realtime stream flow compared with historical 
averages

Previous Month:

Current:

http://waterwatch.usgs.gov

http://waterwatch.usgs.gov/�


Below Normal 7-day Average Streamflows

Below normal 7-day average 
streamflow as compared with 

historical streamflow for day shown

http://waterwatch.usgs.gov

Current:

Previous month:

http://waterwatch.usgs.gov/�


Lake Lanier Inflows

http://waterwatch.usgs.gov

Chestatee near 
Dahlonega 
(02333500)

Chattahoochee near 
Cornelia (02331600)

http://waterwatch.usgs.gov/�


Lake Lanier Levels (02334400)
for Previous 60 Days



Current Streamflows

Chattahoochee at West 
Point (02339500)

Flint at Bainbridge 
(02356000)

http://waterwatch.usgs.gov

http://waterwatch.usgs.gov/�


Streamflows

Apalachicola at 
Chattahoochee 
(02358000)

http://waterwatch.usgs.gov

http://waterwatch.usgs.gov/�


Groundwater Status

http://groundwaterwatch.usgs.gov

Miller County, GA
(Upper Floridan Aquifer)

http://groundwaterwatch.usgs.gov/�


LAST 60-Days Percent of Normal



Last 30-Days Percent of Normal



2011 ACF Basin Composite



Lake Lanier



West Point



W.F. George



Multivariate ENSO Index: recent and six strong 
La Niña events

http://www.esrl.noaa.gov/psd/people/klaus.wolter/MEI/



Precipitation Outlooks

1-month

3-month

http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/30day/



La Nina Composites

September October



Above Normal

Near Normal

Below Normal
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Moderate-Strong La Niña vs. Weak La Niña Events

http://www.esrl.noaa.gov/psd/people/klaus.wolter/MEI/

Strong La Niña events (left) have a more reliable dry footprint in southern tier of 
states than weaker events (right), especially in northern Georgia.  Upper Colorado 
signal is less clear-cut for the snow accumulation zones.



‘Double-dip’ La Niña Events

In northern GA, Las Niñas tend to be drier in the 2nd year than in the 1st (7 out of 10). Of the 8 
stronger events, 2nd yr peaks in 1910, 51, 56,’00  vs. 1st yr peak in 17, 71, 75,’08 were mostly 
drier in 2nd year, while the double Las Niñas of the early 20s and 60s were comparatively wet.
2010-11 was quite dry in this region, raising concerns for next year, IF La Niña returns. 

Mean precip for Year 1:
34.6” (∆=-2.0”)

Mean precip for Year 2:
31.5” ∆=-5.1”)

Data courtesy of 
Melissa Griffin 
(Florida Asst. SC)



Summary
 Recent and forecast rains have provided some 

relief from drought, but most of the ACF is still 
rated as severe to extreme drought

 Streamflows and ground water levels remain 
extremely low in most of the basin

 All reservoirs are below historic mean, mostly in 
Zone 3

 Forecasts show little likelihood of recovery over 
the next 3 months

 Of greatest concern is that a second La Niña 
would reduce the probability of hydrological 
recharge over the fall and winter



Drought Impact Reporter
http://droughtreporter.unl.edu

Submit your drought 
impacts through the 
NDMC Drought 
Impact Reporter. 
Click on “Add a 
drought impact” and 
fill out the online 
form.

http://droughtreporter.unl.edu�
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Additional information
General drought information

http://drought.gov
http://www.drought.unl.edu

General climate and El Niño information 
http://agroclimate.org/climate/

Streamflow monitoring 

http://waterwatch.usgs.gov

Groundwater monitoring

http://groundwaterwatch.usgs.gov

http://drought.gov/�
http://www.drought.unl.edu/�
http://agroclimate.org/climate/�
http://waterwatch.usgs.gov/�
http://groundwaterwatch.usgs.gov/�
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