
Risk	  Management	  Agency	  Pasture,	  Rangeland,	  Forage	  (PRF)	  Pilot	  Insurance	  
Program	  Discussion	  

National	  Weather	  Service	  Training	  Center	  (NWSTC)	  
7220	  NW	  101st	  Terrace,	  Kansas	  City,	  MO	  64153	  

Room	  Number:	  	  128	  
November	  9,	  2011	  

	  
CONFERENCE	  LINE:	  	  1-‐877-‐696-‐3042	  	  
passcode	  3974247#	  
	  
9:00am	   Welcome	  and	  Introductions	  (~5min	  each):	  	  Doug	  Kluck,	  NOAA	  

Regional	  Climate	  Service	  Director-‐Central	  Region	  
• National	  Integrated	  Drought	  Information	  System	  
• National	  Drought	  Mitigation	  Center	  
• USDA	  Risk	  Management	  Agency	  
• USGS	  Earth	  Resources	  Observations	  Science	  Center	  
• National	  Weather	  Service-‐Southern	  Region	  
• National	  Weather	  Service-‐Climate	  Prediction	  Center	  

	  
9:30am	   Current	  Status	  of	  the	  Pasture,	  Rangeland,	  Forage	  (PRF)	  Pilot	  

Insurance	  Program	  (RMA)	  and	  other	  RMA	  Pilot	  Projects	  
	  
10:30am	   Introduction	  to	  the	  PRF	  Indices:	  

• Rainfall	  Index	  (RI)	  (Wei	  Shi,	  CPC)	  
• NDVI	  (Jess	  Brown,	  EROS)	  

	  
11:30am	   PRF	  training	  and	  outreach	  
	  
12:00pm	   Lunch	  	  
	  
1:30pm	   Alternative	  products/data	  and	  their	  applications:	  

• VegDri	  (Brian	  Wardlow,	  NDMC	  and	  Jess	  Brown,	  EROS)	  
• NWS	  4km	  precipitation	  product	  (Victor	  Murphy,	  NWS)	  
• US	  Drought	  Monitor	  (Mark	  Svoboda,	  NDMC)	  	  

	  
2:30pm	  	   Discussion	  of	  PRF	  Indices:	  	  	  

• Issues	  or	  problems	  with	  using	  NDVI	  or	  RI	  (e.g.	  limitations	  of	  
the	  indices,	  regional	  issues	  associated	  with	  using	  a	  particular	  
index	  etc.)	  

	  
3:30pm	   Big	  picture:	  	  Drought	  early	  warning	  and	  the	  National	  Integrated	  

Drought	  Information	  System	  (Mike	  Hayes,	  NDMC)	  
	  

4:00pm	   Next	  steps	  
	  



	  
	  
	  
	  

List	  of	  attendees	  
	  
National	  Drought	  Mitigation	  Center	  
Mike	  Hayes	  
Mark	  Svoboda	  
Brian	  Wardlow	  
	  
National	  Integrated	  Drought	  Information	  System	  
Chad	  McNutt	  
	  
NOAA	  Central	  Region	  Coordinator	  
Bethany	  Hale	  
	  
NOAA	  National	  Weather	  Service	  Central	  and	  Southern	  Region	  
Victor	  Murphy	  (Southern	  Region)	  
John	  Eise	  (Central	  Region)	  
	  
NOAA,	  National	  Weather	  Service’s	  Climate	  Prediction	  Center	  
Wei	  Shi	  
Pingping	  Xie	  (possibly	  by	  phone	  for	  part	  of	  discussion)	  
	  
USDA,	  Risk	  Management	  Agency	  
Virgil	  Ireland	  
Michael	  Ciliege	  
Vincent	  Barnard	  
Amy	  Roeder	  
James	  Hipple	  
	  
USGS	  Earth	  Resource	  Observation	  and	  Science	  Center	  
Jess	  Brown	  
	  
NOAA	  Regional	  Climate	  Services	  Directors	  
Doug	  Kluck	  (Central	  Region)	  
David	  Brown	  (Southern	  Region)	  by	  phone	  
	  
	  
	  


