U.S. Drought Monitor

[ntensity;
| DO Abnomally Dry
[] D1 Draught - Mederate
[ D2 Drought - Severe
M D3 Drought - Extreme

I 04 Drought - Exceptional

The Drought Monifor focuses on broad-scale conditions,

October 9, 2012

Valid 7 a.m. EDT

Orought impact Types:

r~ Delineates dominant impacts
S = Short-Term, typically <6 months
(.. agriculure, grasslands)

L = Long-Term, typically *8 months

{e.g. hydrology, ecology) USDA . = ..

Local conditions may vary. See accompanying text summary

for forecast statements.

http://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/
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Current US Drought Monitor (above)

Current US Drought outlook (below)
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- Drought to persist or
intensify

Drought ongoing, some
improvement

Drought likely to improve,
- impacts ease

Drought development
likely

U.S. Seasonal Drouqﬂht Outlook
Drought Tendency During t!

e Valid Period
Valid for October 4 - December 31, 2012
Released October 4, 2012
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No Drought @o
Posted/Predicted
Depicts large-scale trends based on subjectively derived probabilities guided
by short- and long-range statistical and dynamical forecasts. Short-term events
- such as individual storms — cannot be accurately forecast more than a few days in advance
Use caution for applications -- such as crops -- that can be affected by such events.
"Ongoing” drought areas are approximated from the Drought Monitor (D1 to D4 intensity).
For weekly drought updates, see the latest U.S. Drought Monitor. NOTE: the green improvement

Improvement

areas imply at least a 1-category improvement in the Drought Monitor intensity levels,
but do not necessarily imply drought elimination

Palmer Drought Index
Long-Term (Meteorological) Conditions

October 2012: through October 8, 2012*

National Climatic Data Center, NOAA
“ rest of month

estimated from normals
extreme severe moderate
drought drought drought range moist moist maist
=4.00 -3.00 -2.00 -1.89 +2.00 +3.00 +4.00
and o o to to to and
below -3.99 299 +1.99 +2.99 +3.99 above

Current Weekly Palmer Drought Index (above)

Areas of US Winter Wheat Production Experiencing
Drought (below)

U.S. Winter Wheat Areas Experiencing Drought

Reflects October 9, 2012 Approximately 69% of the winter wheat grown
U.S. Drought Mani;ar dota in the U.S. is within an area experiencing drought,
h 8! based on historical NASS crop production data.

[] Drought Areas
B Major Growing Area
[7] Minor Growing Area

"« Major areas combined account for 75%
of the total national production annually.

* Major and minor areas combined account
for 99% of the total national production annually.
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