Drought Index Evaluation and Implementation in a Geospatial Framework Linked to Hydrologic Data Web Services
Summary list of next steps

The Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) will inform the group by September 15, 2009, regarding the prospects for:
Implementation of the Revised SWSI, at watershed scale and sub-monthly frequency, for Colorado, Utah, and Wyoming
·        Provision of an historical time-series of Revised SWSI values for Colorado
·        Granting access by Utah State University to its revised SWSI input data and metadata, especially for reservoir storage, for use in conjunction with development of a CUAHSI HIS server for Colorado, Utah, and Wyoming

The Colorado State Climatologist and the Western Water Assessment (K. Wolter) will undertake a retrospective comparison of the Colorado SWSI and the Revised SWSI. (Note dependence on second bullet above)

The Colorado Water Conservation Board will arrange a meeting with the Colorado State Engineer’s Office, Colorado State Climatologist, and the NIDIS Program Office to discuss the Revised SWSI, and to coordinate the State of Colorado’s response to NRCS regarding reservoirs to be included in calculation of the Revised SWSI. (Scheduled for September 2 in Denver)

Utah State University will develop a concept note for the NIDIS Program Office describing a prototype CUAHSI HIS server to meet user needs for drought index data and information for Colorado, Utah, and Wyoming.

The NIDIS Program Office will:

·        Investigate the Dynamic Drought Index Tool as an example decision support tool already in use
·        Investigate the West Wide Drought Tracker project for potential synergies
·        Identify reservoirs lacking historical storage data and regular reporting as part of the Upper Colorado Basin monitoring gaps report
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