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Conditions Favor El Nino this Winter:
Significant drought expected to
lessen in parts of the Southwest

and persist in others.

U.S. Drought Monitor October 23, 2018
Southwest (rereased mursday, ocr. 25, 2018

+ From October 2017 to September 2018, the
Southwestern U.S. experienced below-normal
to record-low precipitation.

+ Long-term precipitation deficits and record-high
temperatures have contributed to very low streamflows -
and reservoir levels. .

+ Conditions favor the development of El Nifio
this winter, but significant drought is expected 0 Risomialeih I Dot

to persist in most of Utah and Colorado. D1 Moderate Drought Il D¢ Exceptional Drought
D2 Severe Drought

htt, itor.unl.edu/

WATER YEAR (OCTOBER 2017-SEPTEMBER 2018) A\ Fig 1. US Drought Monitor for the Southwest region, October 23,2018

« Water Year precipitation was below-normal to record-driest (Fig. 2).
« Water Year mean temperature was much above-normal to warmest on record (Fig. 3)
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A\ Fig 2. October 2017-September 2018 Water Year Precipitation A Fig 3. Water Year Mean Temperature Percentile Rankings.
Percentile Rankings. Source: WestWide Drought Tracker, University Source: WestWide Drought Tracker, University of Idaho,
of Idaho, Western Regional Climate Center Western Regional Climate Center

For more information, contact Elizabeth Weight (elizabeth.weight@noaa.gov) or visit www.drought.gov




DROUGHT IMPACTS

« Utah State of Emergency declared due to
d rought on 15 October 2018. Reservoir Storage as of October 1, 2018

mBelow Average M Ator Above Average M Average

« Hydrologic impacts: Substantial

precipitation deficits over the last 12_24 Capacity of Reservoirs Reported (1000 Acre-Feet)
months have led to very low streamflows in R o i e B o B i B e R S
western Colorado, northern New Mexico, and 2
Utah. Natural flows on the Rio Grande River £ 0|,
dried up in July. 2 ©0 3
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« Reservoir levels are well-below average in E |8
. . . $ 30
New Mexico and below average in Arizona .
and Colorado (Fig. 4). 10 | i
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Fig 4. Reservoir Storage as of October 1 2018. Source: USDA :/i 155254 75/34 25I725 23"/16 5N/\; 1?/’?7 25/21 38”/12 273) 2(\)’\;;2
Natural Resources Conservation Service National Water and T aiont Wter Gt Gt Portond. O~ State and Number of Reservoirs Reported
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+ Thereis a 70-75% chance of El Nifio this o ‘
winter; it is too soon to predict how strong El
Nifo may become. Weak to moderate El Nifo
events have more variation in precipitation o

+ The odds of reaching 100% normal
precipitation for October 2017 to September p

‘r
|
than strong El Nifio events.
|
2019 are low (Fig. 5). 1

+ Significant drought expected to persist in

Utah and Colorado and northern Arizona and ——
- |
New Mexico. :
{
i
Fig 5. Across most of the region, odds are low of reaching 100% 30°N ;cwéﬂ Scripps, UC San Diego; Contact 8. KwzonukM. Dethingor™. Ralph | | 0%
normal preupltat'lon for the period of Oct 2017.to Se?pt 2019. ey VW W 110w 105°W
Source: PRISM Climate Group, Oregon State University Data courtesy: PRISM Climate Group, Oregon State University, hitp://prism.oregonstate.edu
Special Thanks

This drought status report was developed from a webinar presented on 24 October 2018 by Dr. Gerry Bell,
Meteorologist, NOAA’s Climate Prediction Center, and Dave Simeral, Associate Research Scientist - Climatology,
Western Regional Climate Center, Desert Research Institute.

Drought and Climate Outlook Webinars are offered for regional Drought Early Warning Systems. More
information can be found at: https://www.drought.gov/drought/calendar/webinars
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For more information, contact Elizabeth Weight (elizabeth.weight@noaa.gov) or visit www.drought.gov



https://www.drought.gov/drought/calendar/webinars



Accessibility Report



		Filename: 

		Southwest OctoberDraft4 (1).pdf






		Report created by: 

		Kathryn Bevington


		Organization: 

		





 [Personal and organization information from the Preferences > Identity dialog.]


Summary


The checker found no problems in this document.



		Needs manual check: 2


		Passed manually: 0


		Failed manually: 0


		Skipped: 1


		Passed: 29


		Failed: 0





Detailed Report



		Document




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set


		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF


		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF


		Logical Reading Order		Needs manual check		Document structure provides a logical reading order


		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified


		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar


		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents


		Color contrast		Needs manual check		Document has appropriate color contrast


		Page Content




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Tagged content		Passed		All page content is tagged


		Tagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are tagged


		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order


		Character encoding		Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided


		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged


		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker


		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts


		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses


		Navigation links		Passed		Navigation links are not repetitive


		Forms




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged


		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description


		Alternate Text




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Figures alternate text		Passed		Figures require alternate text


		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read


		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content


		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation


		Other elements alternate text		Passed		Other elements that require alternate text


		Tables




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot


		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR


		Headers		Passed		Tables should have headers


		Regularity		Passed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column


		Summary		Skipped		Tables must have a summary


		Lists




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L


		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI


		Headings




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Appropriate nesting		Passed		Appropriate nesting







Back to Top


