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CNRFC	Opera+ons	
Domain	and	Forecast	Parameters	
•  245,000	sq.	miles	
•  ~270	Basins	modeled	
•  94	Forecast	Points	
•  ~60	Reservoir	Inflows	
	

Staffing	–	14	people	
•  Hydrologist-In-Charge	
•  2	Program	Managers	
•  6	Hydrologists	
•  3	Meteorologists	
•  Informa+on	Technology	Officer	
•  Administra+ve	Assistant	
•  +8	DWR	Engineer/Hydrologists	



An+cipa+ng	the	Winter	Season	

average	



An+cipa+ng	the	Winter	Season	

average	



An+cipa+ng	Winter	Opera+ons	

Winter	is	
coming.			



Winter	Showed	Up!	



Widespread	Flooding	

San	Diego	River	 Yolo	Bypass	 Tuolumne	River	-	Modesto	

Coyote	Creek	–	San	Jose	Oroville	Dam	–	
Emergency	Spillway	

Oroville	Dam	–		
Spillway	Damage	



Deep	Snowpack	

Yolo	Bypass	

Oroville	Dam	–	
Emergency	Spillway	





Seasonal	(Apr-Jul)	Historical	Flow	for	Folsom	



Snow	Water	Equivalent	on	April	1st	2017	



Anderson	Dam	Spill	–	1st	Time	in	11	Years	

past	five	days	 next	five	days	



Historic	Coyote	Creek	Flooding	

past	five	days	 next	five	days	



Historic	Coyote	Creek	Flooding	

past	five	days	 next	five	days	
•  More	than	$70	million	in	damage	
	

•  10,000	people	evacuated	



New	Don	Pedro	Emergency	Spillway	–		
1st	Time		

past	five	days	 next	five	days	
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Oroville	Dam	Spillway	Crisis	

past	five	days	



Lake	Tahoe	Rise	

past	five	days	 next	five	days	

Rim	



past	five	days	 next	five	days	



The	Usual	Suspects	–	San	Diego	River	

past	five	days	



The	Usual	Suspects	–	Russian	River	

past	five	days	



past	five	days	 next	five	days	



Summary	&	Key	Points	

past	five	days	 next	five	days	•  Early,	warm,	wet	storms	filled	reservoirs	
	

•  Flooding	was	a	problem	in	some	areas	
	
•  S+ll	dealing	with	anomalously	high	snowpack	
	
•  Reservoirs	are	mostly	in	good	shape	for	water	supply	
	
•  Southern	CA	s+ll	hasn’t	fully	recovered	from	the	drought	
	
•  Groundwater	recharge	is	variable		
	
•  CNRFC	hydrologic	forecasts	were	used	extensively	this	past	

year!	




