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What Is an Atmospheric River?

Precipitable Water: Oct 13-15 2016
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Atmospheric river making landfall in northern CA
Source: tropic.ssec.wisc.edu/real-time/mimic-tpw/epac/main.html
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72-h Accumulated Precipitation (mm)
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Oct 27-28:

Integrated Water Vapor and Sea Level Pressure Oct 26
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72-h Accumulated Precipitation (mm)

1200 UTC 26-29 Oct 2016
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Northern CA: 3+ in

Sierra Nevada: 3+ in
Western NV: 1+ in

North Central NV: <1-2 in
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Nov 20:
Weak atmospheric river
Brought rainfall to southern CA- finally!
Over an inch for Central/South Coast!

Integrated Water Vapor and Sea Level Pressure Nov 20 urs)
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Northern CA: 4+ in

N. Sierra Nevada: 3+ in
Nevada: <0.5 in
Southern CA: 0.5-1+in
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Are these early season storms “La Nina”?

Monthly SST Anomaly 2016/10/30 - 2016/11/26

0 30E

1 l | l | l | l | l | ! | I 1 l | l | l | l ||
~ | ENSO Phase (El Nifio or La Nifia) can influence the likelihood | :,
’;“ of storms affecting a particular region of the US West Coast, [ = |
oS on, o . €2

| thoughitis difficult to tie the occurrence of any one ol

~ "< | individual storm to ENSO phase. & -
A N e \ Sk v

'\‘.\\ __/ i L i '\"5’1 ‘: ; " wt‘,{—‘j—; TS |
“w AY /B ] s A
N NORSRES T T T % T T T T B
{ V] p 3:..7"?_ |J ~ . —
'\ [ . | ,|' ‘,.»' |
- —TTN, - /3
- e ,::./[ \ ) (},v
| - - -
— . e . f _:?_:, -
- . e - :
~ } e . '_""”‘:‘4:‘: > —
| == -
— =
I ' I I 1 l I I I ' 1 I I I I 1 ' I I I I

[
60E 90E 120E 150E 180 150W 120W SO0W 60W  30W 0

L ..

4 35-3-25-2-15-1-0505 115 2 25 3 35 4 ‘C

NOAA/ESRL/PSD Base Period: 1981-2010



Nov-Mar precipitation total (in)

October versus November-March precipitation 1895-2016
for CA Climate Division 2 (Sacramento Basin)
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Nov-Mar precipitation total (in)

October versus November-March precipitation 1895-2016

for NV Climate Division 1 (Northwest)
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