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Drought— Above-average precipitation in December—February helped improve short-term drought conditions across
northwestern Arizona. In New Mexico, drought conditions worsened with 55 percent of the state experiencing some
level of drought.

Temperature— The past 30 days have brought warmer-than-average temperatures. Most of Arizona and nearly all of
New Mexico have been 2—-8 degrees F warmer than average.

Precipitation— In the past 30 days, most of Arizona and New Mexico has had less than 50 percent of average
precipitation, with areas receiving less than 25 percent of average.

ENSO- The weak La Nifia event that developed in December 2008 appears to be winding down.

Snow- Above-average temperatures and below-average precipitation over the past 30 days has led to a dramatic
reduction in snowpack levels across much of Arizona and New Mexico.

Climate Forecasts— Long-lead temperature forecasts show increasing chances that spring and summer temperatures
in the Southwest will be similar to the warmest 10 years of the 1971-2000 period. Summer precipitation has higher
chances of being similar to the wettest 10 years.

The Bottom Line— A warm and dry February has led to a dramatic reduction in snowpack. Arizona has experienced
above-average precipitation since December, helping to improve short-term drought conditions across the
northwestern part of the state. In New Mexico, drought conditions are worsening. While snowpack in Arizona and New
Mexico are well below average, most snow monitoring stations in Colorado measure near-average or slightly below-
average snow water content.
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& & Drought
+3.00 and above (exceptionally wet) Stage
42.00 to +2.99 (extremely wet) ' Northeast Arizona -0.42 DO
+1.25 to +1.99 (very wet) Northwest New Mexico 0.13 DO

O South East Utah -0.70 DO
[] +0.75 to +1.24 (moderately wet)
[] -0.74 to 40.74 (near normal) Drought Intensity Categories
DO ...Abnormally Dry
D -1.29 to -0.75 (moderately dry) D1 ... Moderate Drought
O -1.99 to -1.25 (very dry) D2 ... Severe Drought
D3 ... Extreme Drought
B -2.99 to -2.00 (extremely dry) D4 ... Exceptional Drought
. =3.00 and below (exceptionally dry)
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