Recent NE Pacific Warming or: How I
Learned to Stop Worrying and Love the Blob
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Time-Depth Averages for 45-55 N, 145-135 W

Argo Conservative Temperature Anomaly
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Issues of Interest

= How well do we understand the source(s) of climate
variability for the winters of 2013-14, 2014-15,
2015-167 How about the summers?

m How well do we understand the impacts of upper-
ocean temperature anomalies, once formed, on
atmospheric properties downstream over the
Pacific NW?

m Are SST anomalies predictable on seasonal time
scales?
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Trenberth et al. (1998)
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Could the Blob have been
predicted?



NMME SST Anomalies
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Pacific NW Near Coastal SST (Feb-Apr)
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Final Remarks

m Recent warm event was of unprecedented
amplitude for much of the NE Pacific

m Regional atmospheric forcing produced the upper
ocean anomalies, with subsequent effects on low-
level atmospheric temperature and humidity
downstream

m To the extent that the state of the NE Pacific relates
to air temperatures downstream over the Pacific
NW, the ocean may provide some predictability with
respect to the winter snowpack.



