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Water	
  Year	
  
2016	
  

Oct	
  to	
  Aug	
  
Rainfall	
  

h=p://www.wrcc.dri.edu/wwdt/	
  



Water	
  Year	
  
Temperatures	
  

Above	
  
Average	
  

across	
  most	
  of	
  
state	
  

h=p://www.wrcc.dri.edu/wwdt/	
  



Below	
  average	
  
precip	
  over	
  
winter	
  and	
  
early	
  2016	
  set	
  
stage	
  for	
  
drought	
  
development	
  
later	
  

h=p://www.wrcc.dri.edu/wwdt/	
  



Monsoon	
  
through	
  
end	
  of	
  
August	
  

	
  
	
  

h=p://www.wrcc.dri.edu/wwdt/	
  



State-­‐wide	
  SPI	
  through	
  July	
  2016	
  



Las	
  Cruces	
  –	
  Last	
  5	
  yrs	
  of	
  PrecipitaNon	
  
•  Oct	
  2011	
  to	
  Sept	
  2016	
  
•  7.53”	
  precipitaNon	
  deficit	
  over	
  this	
  period	
  

40.80”	
  

48.33”	
  

h=p://scacis.rcc-­‐acis.org/	
  

Long	
  te
rm	
  averag

e	
  

actual	
  



Quemado	
  –	
  Last	
  5	
  yrs	
  of	
  PrecipitaNon	
  
•  Oct	
  2011	
  to	
  Sept	
  2016	
  
•  13.62”	
  precipitaNon	
  deficit	
  over	
  this	
  period	
  

47.67”	
  

61.29”	
  

h=p://scacis.rcc-­‐acis.org/	
  

Long	
  te
rm	
  averag

e	
  

actual	
  



Drought	
  at	
  its	
  worst!	
  





Drought	
  Monitor	
  over	
  last	
  2	
  water	
  years	
  

•  Wet	
  start	
  to	
  2016	
  water	
  year	
  but	
  early	
  
calendar	
  year	
  through	
  spring	
  was	
  dry	
  
–  Decided	
  to	
  bring	
  in	
  D1	
  in	
  March	
  

•  Most	
  recent	
  improvement	
  this	
  Sept.	
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h=ps://weather.nmsu.edu/drought/request/Nmeseries/	
  

D3	
  



Elephant	
  Bu=e	
  Reservoir	
  
Storage	
  on	
  June	
  21,	
  2016	
  was	
  326,694	
  acre-­‐\	
  
15%	
  of	
  capacity	
  
	
  
Reminder	
  of	
  impacts	
  of	
  low	
  snow	
  pack:	
  
Storage	
  on	
  7/8/13	
  was	
  60,327	
  acre-­‐\	
  



Rio	
  Grande	
  Basin	
  Snow	
  ObservaNons	
  

Yellow	
  
highlighted	
  line	
  is	
  
this	
  year	
  

Median	
  

h=p://www.cbrfc.noaa.gov/	
  

124%	
  of	
  median	
  
as	
  of	
  Feb.	
  9	
  

2016	
  



SWE	
  near	
  the	
  2016	
  peak	
  

water	
  year	
  to	
  date	
  precipitaNon	
  as	
  of	
  Feb.	
  9,	
  2016	
  



NOAA	
  snow	
  water	
  
equivalent	
  +	
  Snotel	
  
	
  
9	
  Feb	
  2016	
  

Rio	
  Grande	
  Basin	
  

NASA	
  



SWE	
  near	
  peak	
  of	
  tradiNonal	
  peak	
  

water	
  year	
  to	
  date	
  precipitaNon	
  as	
  of	
  Apr.	
  4,	
  2016	
  



End	
  of	
  season	
  bonus	
  for	
  RGB	
  

water	
  year	
  to	
  date	
  precipitaNon	
  as	
  of	
  May	
  6,	
  2016	
  

Too	
  late	
  for	
  
southern	
  basins	
  as	
  
they	
  melted	
  out	
  
long	
  before	
  this	
  



hail,	
  wind,	
  flood	
  damage?	
  
fallow	
  land,	
  groundwater?	
  



Dust	
  hazards	
  remain	
  on	
  I-­‐10	
  
through	
  2015	
  &	
  2016	
  



Albuquerque	
  
NWS	
  fall	
  
briefing	
  

Oceanic	
  players	
  at	
  this	
  game	
  



Seasonal	
  Forecast	
  

h=p://iri.columbia.edu/our-­‐experNse/climate/forecasts/enso/current/	
  



NMME	
  
DJF	
  precipitaNon	
  
Season	
  3	
  

NMME	
  
DJF	
  skill	
  map	
  
Season	
  3	
  



Neutral	
  winters	
  following	
  an	
  El	
  Niño	
  
Using	
  ONI	
  	
  of	
  ERSST	
  v4	
  



h=p://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/	
  



CoCoRaHS	
  

Observers	
  registered	
  in	
  
every	
  county	
  but	
  not	
  
reporNng	
  every	
  day	
  

470	
  reports	
  on	
  
9/7/2016	
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Dec-­‐Jan	
  precipitaNon	
  outlook	
  

This	
  outlook	
  
appear	
  to	
  
favor	
  La	
  Niña.	
  


