Drought Conditions

By: Samantha Borisoff, Climatologist

[
@ Northeast Regional Climate Center
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Released: September 29
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Drought Conditions (Percent Area)
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Released: November 17
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Drought Monitor

Released: February 23
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Past Droughts

Massachusetts, Climate Division 2, PDSI, August-November
lll PDSI
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1981-2010
Mean: 0.68
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Palmer Drought Severity Index: an estimate of dryness based on water
supply (precipitation) and demand (PET)

One of the worst droughts since 1960s, but not as severe as the 1950s/



Past Droughts e

Connecticut, Climate Division 2, PDSI, August-November

1981-2010
Mean: 0.45 l l J PDSI
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* Palmer Drought Severity Index: an estimate of dryness based on water
supply (precipitation) and demand (PET)

One of the worst droughts since 1960s, but not as severe in the 1960s




Precipitation

Accumulated Precipitation - WORCESTER, MA

Click and drag to zoom to a shorter time interval; green/black diamonds represent subsequent/missing values
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® Normal = 30-year average

® Worcester, MA
® Normal Oct 1-Feb 22 precip: 18.76” (brown line)
® This year: 20.29, 1089 of normal (green line)

Departure from normal: +1.53” (red line)




Precipitation

Accumulated Precipitation - HARTFORD-BRADLEY INTL AP, CT

Click and drag to zoom to a shorter time interval; green/black diamonds represent subsequent/missing values
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[ M 2016-17 accumulation — Normal ]

® Normal = 30-year average

e Hartford, CT
® Normal Oct 1-Feb 22 precip: 17.16”7 (brown line)
® This year: 13.54, 799 of normal (green line)

Departure from normal: -3.62” (red line)




Precipitation

Percent of Normal Precipitation
November 24, 2016-February 21, 2017
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e Past 90 days: from 75% to
2009% of normal




Precipitation

Percent of Normal Precipitation
February 2016 - January 2017

Percent of Normal Precipitation
August 2016 - January 2017
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® Past 6 months: from 509 to e Past 12 months: from 50%
1259% of normal to 1259% of normal |




Precipitation

Percent of Normal Precipitation
February 2015 - January 2017

Regional Climate Centers

Percent of Normal Precipitation
February 2014 - January 2017
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® Past 24 months: from 509,
to 1259 of normal
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® Past 36 months: from 759%

to 1259% of normal |



Snowfall

Snowfall Departure (inches)
October 1, 2015-February 21, 2016

Regional Climate Centers

Snowfall Departure (inches)
October 1, 2016-February 21, 2017
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Regional Climate Centers
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® [ast year: near to below
normal

24 36

® This year: near to above
normal




Contact Information

® samantha.borisoff@cornell.edu or nrcc@cornell.edu

e 007-255-1751

www.nrcc.cornell.edu




