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NRCS Resources to Mitigate the impact
Drought

Christine Clarke — Massachusetts NRCS
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Key points

v Most applicable Farm Bill programs are Environmental
Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) and Agriculture
Management Assistance Program (AMA)

v Both programs are available regardless of drought
condition. Sign up occurs several times per year.

v' Applications are ranked quarterly

v Programs are managed to address resource concerns
such as soil quality and water quantity.
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Key points

v FSA determines client eligibility and NRCS defines
resource needs

v NRCS Field office staff work directly with farmer to
develop conservation plan and practice schedule
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v' EQIP and AMA provide financial and technical
assistance to agricultural producers through
contracts. These contracts provide financial
assistance in planning and implementing
conservation practices that address natural resource
concerns to improve soil, water, animals, plants, air.
(SWAPA).

Examples of applicable practices —cover crop, mulch
tillage, conservation crop rotation, nutrient
management, irrigation, water management, wells,
water management, fencing, high tunnels
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Soil Health

v Keep the soil covered
as much as possible

v Disturb the soil as little
as possible

v Keep plants growing
throughout the year to
feed the soil

v" Diversify as much as
possible using crop
rotation and cover crops

Natural Resources Conservation Service
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Hadley, MA - August 23, 2016 — fine sandy loam

Conventional Tillage, cover crop tilled in No-till, cover crop left on surface
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Opportunities

v' Climate smart agriculture education to mitigate
changing environment

v Collaborate with Soil and Water Conservation
Districts

v' Watershed planning for water management — too
much and too little
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Thank You

www.ma.usda.gov



