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U.S. Drought Monitor 
The June 21, 2016 map shows an increase in drought area (D1 and D2) in South Dakota.  Currently 
19% of the state is in drought, according to the US Drought Monitor, and another 27% is in 
Abnormally Dry conditions, D0 category.  The drought area increased 10% since the previous 
week.  

 
 
7-day Summary 
Dry, warm and windy conditions prevailed in the last week.  The resulting high 
evapotranspiration rates exacerbated drought concerns. Despite some localized rainfall along US 
Hwy 14 from Haakon county to the Minnesota border, it was not enough to substantially improve 



the dry conditions.  Rainfall was below the climatological average for the week (.50-.75”) nearly 
everywhere.  The west and northeast regions continue to carry substantial deficits of rainfall over 
the last 30 days or more.   
East River county average temperatures over the last 
7 days were near average up to 5 or 6 degrees F 
above average (Day and Codington counties). West 
River counties were 2 to 8+ degrees F above 
average for the week, with the largest departures in 
the Black Hills and southwest region.   
 
Impacts 
Agricultural areas are experiencing drought or pre-
drought conditions across most of the state.   
Drought impacts that have been reported in the last 
week include:  

• projected forage production in some western 
counties to be less than half of average;  

• no dryland alfalfa in the northwest;  
• cereal grains being cut for hay are high in nitrates;  
• water tests are coming in high for Total Dissolved Solids; 
• leaf curling and visible drought stress in corn and soybeans in northeastern counties; 
• increased pumping for at least one northeastern rural water system.   

 
Forecast 
The week ahead has some chances of rain in the West almost every day, currently about 20-50% 

each day for the next 7 days.  June 28, 
appears to be most likely day for rain and 
thunderstorms in the southwest and south 
central regions.  Tuesday-Wednesday and 
the July 4 weekend have occasional chances 
elsewhere. Total rainfall for the week could 
be between one to three inches in the 
southwestern counties including southern 
Black Hills to the Nebraska border. Less 
than half of an inch is forecast for the next 
week for the northern half of South Dakota. 
Maximum temperatures are expected to be 
in the upper 70s/low 80s F, minimum 
temperatures in 50s/60s F, which is near to 
below average for this time of year. Light 
winds are expected, with the exception of 

possible thunderstorm gusts. 
 
Figure: 7-day total precipitation forecast valid for morning of June 27-morning of July 4.  Source: 
NOAA National Weather Service, Weather Prediction Center, 
http://www.wpc.ncep.noaa.gov/qpf/day1-7.shtml     
 


