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Outline
Welcome — Eric Reutebuch, AU Water Resources Center

 Drought conditions & outlook — Eric Reutebuch, AU
e Streamflows and groundwater — Paul Ankcorn, USGS

e Streamflow forecasts — Jeff Dobur, SERFC

e Summary and Discussion



Current drought status

WIS ISy .
D0 - Abnormally Dry - D3 - Extreme Drought
D1 - Moderate Drought I D4 - Exceptional Drought

D2 - Severe Drought

The Drought Monitor focuses on broad-scale conditions. Local conditions may vary. See
accompanying text summary for forecast statements.
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Draught Impact Types:

~ Delineates dominant impacts

S= Short-Term, typically less than
B months (e.g. agriculture, grasslands)
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U.S. Drought Outlook

U.S. Seasonal Dr_'ought Outlook vaiid for December 17 - March 31, 2016
Drought Tendency During the Valid Period Released December 17, 2015

Depicts large-scale trends based

on subjectively derived probabilities
guided by short- and long-range
statistical and dynamical forecasts.
Use caution for applications that

can be affected by short lived events.
"Ongoing” drought areas are

based on the U.5. Drought Monitor
wress (intensities of 01 o D4,

NOTE: Thetan areas imply at least
a 1-category improvemnent in the
Drought Monitor intensity level by
the end of the pericd, although
drought will remain. The green
aress imply drought removal by the
end of the pericd {00 or none).
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National Weather Service Climate Prediction Center

Revised OFFICIAL Forecasts — One Month Outlook for Precipitation
January 201__6




Streamflows and Groundwater

Paul Ankcorn



Realtime stream flow compared with historical
monthly averages
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Below Normal 7-day Average Streamflows
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Lake Lanier Inflows
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Current Streamflows

USGS 02336000 CHATTAHOOCHEE RIVER AT ATLANTA, GA
(Drainage Area: 1430 square miles, Length of Record: 59 years)
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http://waterwatch.usgs.gov/

Current Streamflows

Chattahoochee at West
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Current Streamflows
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Current Streamflows

Flint River at Albany
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Streamflows
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Streamflows
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Groundwater Status — Miller County 08G001
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Groundwater Status — Dougherty County
11K003
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Streamflow Forecasts

Jeff Dobur
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Summary — Eric Reutebuch

All portions of ACF Basin completely drought-free
according to the US Drought Monitor.

Climate Prediction Center’s one-month outlook favors a
pattern of above-normal rainfall for all the Southern U.S.

CPC El Nino Advisory: A strong El Nifo is expected to
gradually weaken through spring 2016, and to transition to

ENSO-neutral during late spring or early summer (see
Www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/analysis monitoring/enso advisory/index.shtml)

Drought very unlikely to develop in the basin over the next
several months.


http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/analysis_monitoring/enso_advisory/index.shtml

Summary-Paul Ankcorn

Realtime streamflows range from normal to much
above normal for most of the ACF basin, with the
majority of stream gages in the above normal to
much above normal range.

28-day average streamflows into Lake Lanier are
much above normal.

28-day average streamflows for the Flint River are
period of record highs for January.

Groundwater levels are in the normal to above
normal range in Southwest Georgia.



Summary — Jeff Dobur

e 1 Month Streamflow forecast - Above Normal
e 3 Month Streamflow forecast — Favor Above

Normal
e Pie Charts do not bias toward any future forecast

such as ENSO, CPC or other. Based on soil
conditions relative to normal in concert with
historical precipitation.



Questions, Comments, Discussion
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Speakers Additional information
Eric Reutebuch, AU

» General drought information
http://drought.gov
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> General climate and El Niflo information

Jeff Dobur, SERFC

http://agroclimate.org/climate/

» Streamflow monitoring & forecasting
http://waterwatch.usgs.gov

http://www.srh.noaa.gov/serfc/

Moderator » Groundwater monitoring
Eric Reutebuch, AU WRC http://groundwaterwatch.usgs.gov
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Thank youl!

Next briefing
February 16, 2016, 1:00 pm EDT
Moderator: Eric Reutebuch

Slides from this briefing will be posted at

http://drought.gov/drought/content/regional-programs/regional-drought-webinars

Please send comments and suggestions to:
reuteem@auburn.edu



http://drought.gov/drought/content/regional-programs/regional-drought-webinars
mailto:reuteem@auburn.edu
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