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Local Drought Impact Groups
• Counties
• Leadership: Cooperative Extension and 

Emergency Management; oversight by 
ADWR

• Membership: Local municipal officials, 
natural resource managers, agricultural 
producers, water mangers/providers, 
concerned citizens/watershed groups
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LDIG 
Development

and
Status
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Add Impact Reports

16 August 2012 – North American Climate Services Partnership – El Paso, TX



Add Impact Reports
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Lower 
Colorado 
River 
Watershed  

April 2010  The annuals are vigorously growing. 
We have the start of a good spring; All 
water tanks are full to the max at this 
time; Rain was perfect timing to 
continue plant growth, range looks the 
best it has in 5 yrs.  

Rio Bavispe
Watershed  

April 2011  Many ponds that normally have water 
at this time are dry; Little to no green 
forage exists in the grasses or forbs.  

Santa Cruz 
River 
Watershed  

April 2011  For the first time (in the period 1984-
2011) I have seen browsing (probably 
by white-tailed deer) on Agave schottii
(shindagger) and Yucca schottii (Schott 
yucca). On agaves, leaves are eaten 
down to about 4"; on yuccas, younger 
growth in center of plants has been 
eaten.



Challenges
• Inconsistent reporting

– Lack of “steady” or “improved” reports
• Attribution…to drought?
• Lack of support 

– $$$
• Fatigue, overcommitment
• Lack of incentives

• Field of Dreams  Dream Team
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Gregg Garfin
gmgarfin@email.arizona.edu

AZ DroughtWatch:
Mike Crimmins

crimmins@email.arizona.edu
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