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Start with the good 
Last 30 days: 2-6 inches across parts of S.P. 



150-400% of normal 



Drought in Pictures 



North of Guymon, OK: April 2011 



Canton Lake  (NW OK)  
13% capacity 



Buffalo, OK: 
May 2009 



May 2011 



October 2012 



Yesterday 



Not just a fish story! 

2 feet long 
15 lbs. 



Yesterday 



Canadian County 
Aug. 2012 



NW of Okarche 
Nov. 2012 



NW of Okarche 
Nov. 2012 



Our Current Drought 



Our 2-Year+ Drought Cycle 
• Drought “begins” October 2010 
 Flash drought summer 2010 didn’t help 

• Intensified through summer 2011 
 Almost entirely in Southern Plains 

• Relief began for most October 2011 
• Miraculous recovery through March 2012 
• Warm winter and spring! 
• Rainfall deficits again in April and May 2012 
• Driest May-December on record 
• 2012 - Warmest year on record 
• Active cycle in 2013 brings improvements 





2010-11 Water Year Pct. of Normal 

5-50% of normal in Southern Plains 



The drought at its worst 

70% of OK and 88% of TX in D4 drought 



Oct. 2011-March 2012: 
Relief! 



October 2011-March 2012  

Above normal across much of SP 



Early May, the drought’s end? 

Drought to the west, drought free in the east 



May 2012 – Drought 
intensifies again 



May 1- Jan. 31 rainfall totals 

Most of country below normal! 



OK Annual Statewide Average Temperatures 
2012 – Warmest year at 63 degrees 



Last 24 months: 25-75 percent of normal 



Common area of both droughts? 

2010-11 drought 2012-13 drought 



Where are we now? 







Soil Moisture 

Upper Zone 

Lower Zone 



Forecasts and Outlooks 



Next Seven Days (thru Thur. a.m.) 



Temperature Precipitation 

Medium-term Outlooks: March 14-20 
More moisture chances? 





Temperature Precipitation 

Spring rainy season (April-June) 
A bit worrisome 



A Brief History of Drought 



Extended period of drought susceptibility 



1910s 
drought 

1930s 
drought 

1950s 
drought 

30-year 
wet signal 

Big droughts are always lurking 
Statewide avg. rainfall (1895-2012) 



Mega-droughts dot our past 



Recent droughts are infants! 

YIKES! 



2010-13 Drought: Final points 
• We have a much better cushion entering spring 
• Need period of active weather to continue 
• Another swing-and-miss during spring and 3rd 

straight year  of drought becomes likely 
• Ocean patterns have not been favorable 
• We might be in for a longer period of “drought 

susceptibility” 
• It’s what we don’t know, usually 

• This drought will eventually end! 



Thank You! 

Visit us at: http://climate.ok.gov/ 
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