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Sep. 25, 2012: 
USDM record 

with 65.45% of 
CONUS in drought. 



May 14, 2013: 
47.66% of 

CONUS in drought. 



Percent of Normal Precipitation, April 9 – May 8, 2013 
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Based on NASS crop progress data.

U.S. corn was just 28% planted 
by May 12, the slowest pace 
during the 1995-2013 period.  
In 1995, planting was 31% 
complete on that date.  
Farther back, the Midwestern 
flood year of 1993 featured a 
similar corn planting pace—
27% complete by the 12th.  
Through May 12, the slowest 
corn planting pace on record 
occurred in 1984, when only 
26% had been sown. 
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2010 











19

25

46
50

61

77

87 88 87 85 83 83 82 80 81 82 80
77

73 71
68

64 64
61 62 63 64

61 61 61 60 60 58 56 56
53 53 53 53 52

46 44 44 44 43

37
33 31

27 25

3 5

17

23
27

38

59

72 74 74
70 70 69

61
56 55 57 57 57

54 52
49 49

40 41
44 44 44 44 43 43 43 43 43 43 41 39 39 38 38

35 35 35 35 34

23

15 15 13 12

3
6 7 9

16

35
39

50
46 48

45

30 28 28 30 32 33 32 30 28 28
24 24 24 24 24 24 22 22 22 22 22 22 22 22 22 21 21

18 18 18 18 18

8
5 5 4 45 6 8 10 10 9 8 6 5 6 6 6 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 4 4 4 4 4 4

0

20

40

60

80

100

Ju
n 

5 
20

12
Ju

n 
12

 2
01

2
Ju

n 
19

 2
01

2
Ju

n 
26

 2
01

2
Ju

l 3
 2

01
2

Ju
l 1

0 
20

12
Ju

l 1
7 

20
12

Ju
l 2

4 
20

12
Ju

l 3
1 

20
12

A
ug

 7
 2

01
2

A
ug

 1
4 

20
12

A
ug

 2
1 

20
12

A
ug

 2
8 

20
12

S
ep

 4
 2

01
2

S
ep

 1
1 

20
12

S
ep

 1
8 

20
12

S
ep

 2
5 

20
12

O
ct

 2
 2

01
2

O
ct

 9
 2

01
2

O
ct

 1
6 

20
12

O
ct

 2
3 

20
12

O
ct

 3
0 

20
12

N
ov

 6
 2

01
2

N
ov

 1
3 

20
12

N
ov

 2
0 

20
12

N
ov

 2
7 

20
12

D
ec

 4
 2

01
2

D
ec

 1
1 

20
12

D
ec

 1
8 

20
12

D
ec

 2
5 

20
12

Ja
n 

1 
20

13
Ja

n 
8 

20
13

Ja
n 

15
 2

01
3

Ja
n 

22
 2

01
3

Ja
n 

29
 2

01
3

Fe
b 

5 
20

13
Fe

b 
12

 2
01

3
Fe

b 
19

 2
01

3
Fe

b 
26

 2
01

3
M

ar
 5

 2
01

3
M

ar
 1

2 
20

13
M

ar
 1

9 
20

13
M

ar
 2

6 
20

13
A

pr
 2

 2
01

3
A

pr
 9

 2
01

3
A

pr
 1

6 
20

13
A

pr
 2

3 
20

13
A

pr
 3

0 
20

13
M

ay
 7

 2
01

3
M

ay
 1

4 
20

13

Pe
rc

en
t

Date
 Moderate or more intense drought (D1+)

 Severe or more intense drought (D2+)

 Extreme or more intense drought (D3+)

 Exceptional drought (D4)

United States Soybean Areas Located in Drought

Agricultural Weather Assessments 
World Agricultural Outlook Board 







Percent Texas Cotton Abandonment 
1980-2012 

2011 

1998 
1992 

1986 
2006 

Source: USDA 

’12 



U.S. cotton was just 23% 
planted by May 12, the 
slowest pace on period.  The 
previous record of 35% 
planted by May 12 had been 
established in 2009 and 2011.  
This year’s delays have been 
caused by a combination of 
cool, wet soils in the Delta and 
cool, dry soils in West Texas. 

2013 

2009 

2011 



Dalhart, Texas 
Maximum and Minimum Temperatures (°F), March 14 – May 4, 2013 

Source:  National Weather Service 













Index Weighting:  Excellent = 4; Good = 3; Fair = 2; Poor = 1; Very Poor = 0 

2012 

2004 



Index Weighting:  Excellent = 4; Good = 3; Fair = 2; Poor = 1; Very Poor = 0 

2013 
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Percent U.S. Winter Wheat Abandonment 
1909-2013 

1917 
1933 

1935 2002 1951 

1955 1989 1928 
’13* 1996 ’06 1983 

Years since the 1950s with 
W.W. abandonment > 22%: 

1983, 1989, 1991, 1996, 
2001, 2002, 2006, and 2013 

* Value for 2013 is preliminary and subject to change 
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2012 

Source: USDA 
Index Weighting:  Excellent = 4; Good = 3; Fair = 2; Poor = 1; Very Poor = 0 

2013 
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Soil 
Moisture 

Percentiles 
May 15, 2013 





States reporting below-average 
reservoir storage for May 1 and 
expecting below-average spring 
and summer streamflow: 
 
- Arizona 
- Colorado 
- Nevada 
- New Mexico 
- Oregon 
 
States reporting near-average 
reservoir storage for May 1 and 
expecting below-average spring 
and summer streamflow: 
 
- California 
- Idaho (except north) 
- Utah 
- Wyoming (except north) 
 



• Contact info: 
 - e-mail:  brippey@oce.usda.gov 
 - phone: (202) 720-2397  

Comments?  Questions? 

Photo by B. Rippey 
Saline Co., Nebraska 

April 18, 2013 
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Projected long-term weather-adjusted U.S. corn yield trend 
starts at 163.5 bushels per acre in 2013
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Weather-Adjusted Corn Yield Trend 

• Trend reflects improvements in technology 
(e.g. hybrids) and production practices (e.g. 
pest management; precision planting). 

• Trend includes 1988 and 2012 droughts. 
• Other variables used to help explain yield 

variations include: mid-May planting progress 
and July weather. 



Weather-Adjusted Soybean Yield Trend 

• With average July-August weather and June weather that is 
not extremely dry, the soybean model suggests a 2013 yield of 
44.6 bushels an acre. 

• The weighted average of soybean yield estimates for 
alternative levels of July-August precipitation results in a 
slightly lower mean expected soybean yield for 2013 of 44.5 
bushels per acre. 

• That slight reduction reflects the asymmetric response of 
soybean yields to different amounts of rainfall in July-August 
precipitation. 

• The adjustment for soybeans is relatively smaller than the 
similar adjustment for corn, suggesting less soybean yield 
variability due to weather than for corn. 
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