


Kansas Water Office:  
4 Key Statutory Duties 

o Collect and compile information pertaining to water 
resources of the state  

o State Water Plan 
o Guidelines for water conservation plans and technical 

assistance to PWS 
o Guidelines as to when conditions indicative of drought 

exist; advise the governor to assemble the governor’s 
drought response team  



 





Governor’s Drought Response Team  
 

 Kansas Water Office (Chair) 
 Governor’s Office  
 Adjutant General – Division of Emergency Mgmt 
 KS Dept of Agriculture 
 KS Dept of Administration 
 KS Dept of Health and Environment 
 KS Dept of Wildlife, Parks and Tourism 
 Kansas State Fire Marshal 
 Kansas State University – Research & Extension  
 US Army Corps of Engineers 
 USDA – Farm Service Agency 

 



Drought Monitoring 
 Precipitation 
 Streamflow Conditions 
 Reservoir levels and storage  
 Vegetative Health 
 Soil Moisture 
 U.S. Drought Monitor 
 Future Outlook 
 Other: PWS Conservation Measures, Wildfire, Burn 

Bans 



County Drought Stages 
 Drought Watch: Moderate Drought.  
 Drought Warning: Severe Drought.  
 Drought Emergency: Extreme or Exceptional Drought. 

 
 Issued by Governor’s Executive Order  
 These stages do not by themselves trigger specific 

response 
 Are indications to local and state responders    







Municipal Water Conservation Plan 
 
 Introduction 
 Long-term Water Use Efficiency 
Drought (and Emergency) Response 
 Revision, Monitoring &Evaluation 



Drought Response 
 

Progressive Stages 
Goals 
Triggers 
Actions 
 



Drought Response 
Progressive Stages 

 Stage 1: Water Watch (voluntary) 
 Stage 2: Water Warning (restriction) 
 Stage 3: Water Emergency (prohibition) 
 
 



Emergency - Water Availability   

 
 
 

• Temporary water appropriation permits for 
emergency use 

• Emergency water withdrawals – US Army Corps 
reservoirs 

• Emergency water withdrawals – state fishing lakes 
• Bureau of Reclamation Title 1 (mitigation) and Title 

2 (planning) funds 
 
 

 

 



Drought Links 

KWO Drought  Web page and Drought Report 
 http://www.kwo.org/reports_publications/Drought.htm 
 
Governors Web Page 
 http://governor.ks.gov/kansas-drought-resources  
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Drought Information and Links 
 US Drought Monitor   http://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/  
 High Plains Regional Climate Center  

http://www.hprcc.unl.edu/index.php  
 National Drought Mitigation Center  

http://drought.unl.edu/  
 USGS WaterWatch  

http://waterwatch.usgs.gov/new/index.php?id=ww  
 US Seasonal Drought Outlook  

http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/expert_asses
sment/seasonal_drought.html  
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Questions? 

785-296-3185 
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