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Why track drought impacts?  

Vulnerability 

Impact 

Indirect 
or dollar 

loss 

Response & Recovery: To know 
where to direct relief. 
Mitigation & Recovery: Impacts 
point to underlying vulnerability.  

Monitoring 

 



The Drought Impact Reporter 
http://droughtreporter.unl.edu 

Launched in 2005 
as nation’s on-line 
archive of drought 
impacts 
Search by time, 
place, category, 
source, word 
Moderated at the 
NDMC 

Impacts, 2013 
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Missouri River Basin Impacts, 1/2004-2/2014 
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Water Supply & Quality

Total impacts: 2789 

Impacts, Jan. 1, 2004-Feb. 18, 2014, for Montana, North 
Dakota, South Dakota, Wyoming, Nebraska, Colorado, 
Kansas, Iowa and Missouri 



What’s in the Drought Impact 
Reporter 



CoCoRaHS reports in DIR 
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Questions & Challenges 
No units  

360 of 18,000 
impacts have $ value 

“Angst index” 
How to assess 
extent, severity 
How to quantify 
effects on health, 
habitat 



Lackstrom, K., et al. (2013). The Missing Piece: Drought Impacts 
Monitoring. Report from a drought impacts community of practice 
workshop in Tucson, AZ, March 2013. 

Impacts Reporting, full circle 



Key Questions 

Who needs the information, and 
at what timescale?  

USDM authors: up-to-the-minute 
Policy makers: annual or other 
relevant cycles 

Who collects, can collect, values 
the data?  



CISA-CoCoRaHS-DIR Partnership 



Metric of success: impacts 
avoided, loss prevented 

Monitoring 
Policy:
Check 
H20! 

Plan 

Planned 
response 

Implementation 

Loss 
prevented 

Impact 
Vulnerability 



Questions, comments? 
Want to organize a network of 

drought reporters?  
Aggregate sector reports?  

Please contact:  
Kelly Helm Smith 
ksmith2@unl.edu 
402-472-3373 

http://droughtreporter.unl.edu 

mailto:ksmith2@unl.edu
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