
COLORADO DROUGHT 
TOURNAMENT 
 
HOSTED: SEPTEMBER 2012 
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Background 

 
¨  Series of tournaments held in Canada starting in 2011 

¤ Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada 
¨  NIDIS/NDMC Chicago Conference in June 2011 

¨  Colorado Drought Tournament – Sept 2012 

¨  Oklahoma Water Supply Reliability  

    & Management Challenge –Oct 2014 

¨  San Antonio, TX – Nov 2015 
¨  Des Moines, Idaho  – Jan 2016 



Objectives 

 

¨  Educate participants on the multidisciplinary and multi-sector 
implications of drought 

¨  Encourage collaboration among those with various backgrounds  
& build relationships 

¨  Introduce the concept of the “gaming forum” as a tool 

¨  Create environment that is engaging, competitive and FUN!!!!!  

Integral to 
complex 
planning  

Inform 
planning 
process 

Education/
Outreach 



Participants 

 

¨  Game organizers 

¨  Teams – five players 
¨  Referees 

¨  Fans  



Getting Started 



Chance Basin Normal Year “Stats” 
                                               Note: All amounts are in acre-feet 

 

Remaining Supply Available for  
In-Basin Use  
(1.8 M AF) 

minus 

Normal Year Natural Flows  
(2.8 M AF) 

minus 

Interstate Compact  
(939,000 AF) 

equals 

Transbasin Export 
(53,800 AF) 

Supply Available for In-Basin Use Including Well 
Replacement 

(2.5 M AF) 

equals 

Transbasin Import for Well 
Replacement 
(700,000 AF) 
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Irrigated Agriculture 
Well Replacement Import from 

Neighboring Basin 

Junior Farm Reservoir 

Senior Farm Reservoir 

State Wetland Park 

Irrigated Area 

Legend 

Alluvial Well Area Sharing  Reservoir 

225,100231,300

Irrigated	
  Acres
Senior	
  Ditch	
  Co	
  

Alluvial	
  Wells

150,100

Irrigated	
  Acres
Junior	
  Ditch	
  Co

96,450

32,150

Irrigated	
  Acres
Leasing

Alluvial	
  Wells



Playing the Tournament 

 
 
 
 

Pre-Drought 
 

Select mitigation 
strategies 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Year 1 
 

Example round 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Year 2 
 

Develop & present 
response plan 

 
Track budget 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Year 3 
 

Develop & present 
response plan 

 
Track budget 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Response  
Round 2 

Response  
Round 3 

Response  
Round 1 

Mitigation  
Round  

Starting budget of $20M 



                          Released: April 30, 2020 
 

April 30, 2021 
Valid 8 a.m. EDT 

The Faux Round 1 



                          Released: April 30, 2022 
 

April 30, 2022 
Valid 8 a.m. EDT 

Round 2 The Faux 



                          Released: April 30, 2020 
 

April 30, 2023 
Valid 8 a.m. EDT 

The Faux Round 3 



End April - Temperature and Snowpack 
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Team Breakout Sessions – Response Plans  



Score Panel 



Role of Climate Change/Drought in Long 
Term Water Planning 
¨ Statewide Water Supply Initiative & Colorado’s Water Plan 


