A look at drought.gov

https://www.drought.gov/drought/
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The audience, according to the ImpPlan



1. The general public who need to know the status
of drought and what actions to take if the
drought worsens where they live and work;
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The general public who need to know the status
of drought and what actions to take if the
drought worsens where they live and work;

Decisionmakers and businesses at state and
county levels that need to plan for and mitigate

drought, and;

Drought experts and scientists tasked with
developing more refined decision support
systems.
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What questions are we trying to answer?



* Where are drought conditions now and where might they
develop?
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Where are drought conditions now and where might they

develop?

* https://www.drought.gov/drought/

 https://www.drought.gov/drought/data-maps-tools/
current-conditions

 https://www.drought.gov/drought/data-maps-tools/
outlooks-forecasts




Does this drought event look like different drought events in
the past?
* https://www.drought.gov/drought/data-maps-tools/

paleoclimate
 https://www.drought.gov/drought/dews/california




Will the drought continue?

e https://www.drought.gov/drought/data-maps-tools/
outlooks-forecasts

* https://www.drought.gov/drought/dews/missouri-river-
basin/forecast




How is the drought affecting me?

e https://www.drought.gov/drought/

e https://www.drought.gov/drought/nebraska

* https://www.drought.gov/drought/dews/pacific-northwest




How can | plan for and manage the impacts of drought?

e https://www.drought.gov/drought/resources

* https://www.drought.gov/drought/resources/planning-
preparedness




* Where are drought conditions now and where might they
develop? (Observations and Monitoring)



* Does this drought event look like different drought events
in the past? (Observations and Monitoring; Interdisciplinary
Research and Applications)



* Will the drought continue? (Predictions and Forecasts)



* How is the drought affecting me? (Public Awareness and
Education)



* How can | plan for and manage the impacts of drought?
(Engaging Preparedness Communities)






What are some of the processes and goals for the site?



5.5 The U.S. Drought Portal (USDP)

The U.S. Drought Portal (USDP) concept is based on the
need to assimilate and quality control drought data, models,
risk information, and impacts, and to create a point of
entry for archiving and disseminating data. The USDP
will be comprised of information tailored for various user
communities. The portal will work by combining NIDIS-
related data and information from the other four working
groups with tools necessary to exchange and integrate
data on various space and time scales, and among various
formats. These portal data will incorporate a spectrum of
information from both federal interagency and non-federal
sources. The USDP will be developed to assimilate national
level data but tailored toward various users within each pilot.
Feedback within the pilots will shape USDP development.
It will allow for customers to choose an interface that meets
both their needs and comfort level. The conduit should be
flexible enough to allow for novice up to expert users and
has the potential to be customizable through a “My page”
approach, which would allow the users to select the tools/
applications/indicators/content that are most relevant to
their information needs.

Requirements:

Develop and designate a national internet-based
clearinghouse for data, models, risk information, and
impacts of drought, with responsibility for archiving and
disseminating data through a Web-based portal. A portal
is a “site on the World Wide Web that typically provides
personalized capabilities for their visitors.” The USDP will
serve to provide reliable information on drought conditions
at county, regional, and national scales and serve as the
primary point of entry for drought-related queries (through
the already secured drought.gov URL) for a variety of user
groups. Such questions include:

 Tailored for various user communities
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Develop and designate a national internet-based
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e Potentially customizable through a “my page”
approach which would allow the users to select
the tools/applications/indicators/content that are
most relevant to their information needs.






What are some of the processes and goals for the site?
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