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By the numbers 
                                       Area Burned            # of Fires 

2017                          10,026,086 acres *           71,499 
                                                (4,057,413 ha)                          

 

10-yr avg                   6,555,293 acres              70,440 
                                                 (2,652,833 ha) 

 

* 2nd most acres burned since 1992 

from 2017 Wildland Fire Summary and Statistics, National Interagency Fire Center  



By the numbers 
Largest fire 

NW OK Complex…779,292 acres        

(3/7 - 3/24) 

 

Costliest Fire (suppression) 

Thomas Fire, CA…$123,836,000        

(12/4 - present, 270,000 acres) 

 

Homes lost (estimate) 

8065 Nationally (7778 in CA) 



Early season picture 



Early season picture 



Mid-season picture 



Mid-season picture 
Issued 1 June 

Issued 1 July 



Then this happened… 



We finally got it right… 
Issued 1 July 

Issued 1 Aug 



What happened? 

❖ Jan-Jun across the Northwest was normal to slightly 

cooler than normal. 

❖ Wet winter/spring, slow snow melt favored prolonged 

greenup. 

❖ Sudden onset of near record heat late July/early August 

quickly cured fine fuels, stressed timber.  

❖ Frequent lightning outbreaks with ridge breakdown. 



– Anonymous the Younger 

“All forecasts are good. It’s just the 

timing that’s off.”  
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