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Drought and Agriculture 



What is NIDIS? 
NIDIS was authorized by Congress in 2006 
with an interagency mandate to develop 

and provide a national drought early 
warning information system. 

Better drought-related decisions = reduced impacts 
and costs 



• Foster leadership and networking among all sectors of the 
economy and services to monitor, forecast, plan for and cope 
with the impacts of drought 
 

• Support drought research, including indicators, risk 
assessment and resilience, as well as assessment of past 
events 
 

• Develop educational resources, 
     interactive systems, and tools  
     to promote sound decision  
     making, drought awareness,  
     and response 

NIDIS Goals 



- NIDIS Public Law 109-430 

“A comprehensive system that 
collects and integrates information 
on the key indicators of drought in 
order to make usable, reliable, and 

timely drought forecasts and 
assessments of drought….. 

…and communicates drought 
forecasts, conditions, and impacts 

on an ongoing basis to decision 
makers, the private sector, and the 

public.” 

What is a  
Drought Early Warning System? 
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Drought and Agriculture 
Drought Ranching and Insurance Response (DRIR) Model 



Drought and Agriculture 
Fallowed Land Tracking 

Currently working on expansion to 
Nevada and the Pacific Northwest 



Drought and Agriculture 
Climate Engine 



Drought and Agriculture 
Wildland Fire 


