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NWS Building Blocks 

River Forecast Centers produce Water Resources Outlooks 
up to 90-days in advance to improve situational awareness 
for both drought and flood risk. 

Seasonal Flood Risk Levels 
Forecast Flow Rate Characterization 
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High Flow Examples 

Looking 90 days into the future using climate records since 1948.  Climate 
forecasting models will be incorporated as their spatial resolution improves. 

Hannibal Missouri outlook for this spring indicates flows more likely to 
exceed historical highs than breach historic lows. 

Chances of Exceeding Historical Highs Chances of Breaching Historical Lows 
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Low Flow Example 

90 day outlook July 23, 2012 indicated more likely to breach lows. 
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! Reservoir Management 
! Water Supply Intake Monitoring 
! Non-Governmental Organization 

Value Added Examples 
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Reservoir Vigilance 

Operations Guidance Matrix 

Pre-Winter 

Mid-Winter 

Spring 

Chance of Achieving  
Sufficient Inflow Volume 
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Water Supply Intakes 

Plot forecast river levels with water intake levels 
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NGO As Regional Aggregator 

The International Water Institute and their consultant worked with Federal, 
State and Local government units to compile a regional drought resource. 
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NGO As Regional Aggregator 

Detailed Water Availability and Use Reports 

Graphical Presentations 


