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Drought	
  &	
  Wildlife	
  Considera.ons	
  
•  Wildlife	
  respond	
  to	
  
extremes	
  not	
  averages	
  

•  Time	
  of	
  year	
  is	
  cri6cal	
  
(migra6on,	
  nes6ng)	
  

•  Vulnerability	
  can	
  be	
  
exacerbated	
  by	
  land	
  use	
  
that	
  degrades	
  habitat	
  or	
  by	
  
overharvest	
  

•  Standardized	
  wildlife	
  
monitoring	
  can	
  reflect/
integrate	
  climate	
  condi6ons	
  
over	
  6me	
  not	
  picked	
  up	
  by	
  
monitoring	
  physical	
  
condi6ons	
  



Drought	
  Planning	
  &	
  Impacts	
  on	
  Wildlife	
  
•  Direct	
  impacts	
  on	
  habitat	
  
(water,	
  plants,	
  soil)	
  

•  Indirect	
  impacts	
  on	
  habitat	
  
(algal	
  blooms,	
  low	
  oxygen,	
  fire,	
  
reduced	
  nutrient	
  runoff)	
  

•  Compe66on	
  with	
  humans	
  for	
  
water	
  use	
  (withdrawals)	
  

•  Wildlife	
  impacts	
  on	
  people	
  
(pests,	
  disease,	
  encroachment)	
  

•  Adop6on	
  of	
  conserva6on	
  
prac6ces	
  that	
  mi6gate	
  drought	
  
(wetlands,	
  stream	
  corridors,	
  
forest	
  canopy)	
  


