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Water	Summary	Update

• History
– Early	in	January	2012:		staff	discussion	

about	field	observations	and	stakeholder	
contacts

– Indications	troublesome
– Meetings	January	31	&	February	14.

January	3,	2012



Water	Summary	Update	
Meeting	Participants

Iowa	Department	of	Agriculture
Homeland	Security	and	Emergency	anagement Division

Governor’s	Office
Iowa	Department	of	Natural	Resources

USGS



• Group	determined	that	best	approach	was	a	simple bi-weekly	2	page	update.
– Using	readily	available,	or	easily	obtainable	information
– Not	intended	to	be	a	scientific	or	technical	document
– Some	wanted	it	longer,	and	with	more	detail

• The	“Water	Summary	Update”	was	prepared	(draft	form)	March	8,	2012

• This	summary	was	not	circulated	beyond	the	technical	group.



• Informational	Needs
– Precipitation:	 State	Climatologist	(NWS	if	needed)
– Groundwater Iowa	Geological	Survey
– Stream	Flow USGS
– National	Drought	Monitor From	NDM	web	page

• Publication	Date	timed	to	NDM
– NDM	available	at	7:30	a.m.	on	Thursdays
– All	other	data	submitted	Thursday	morning
– Typically	the	WSU	is	compiled	and	issued	late	Thursday	or	early	Friday



Initial	draft	version	.	.	.	March	8,	2012



• After	review,	comment,	and	changes	– the	first	“Water	Summary	Update”	issued	
April	6,	2012.

• March	was	“Flood	Awareness	Month”	and	it	was	decided	to	wait	until	April,	for	
obvious	reasons	.	.	.	



FREQUENCY

• During	the	early	Spring	to	early	Fall	– issued	bi-weekly
• During	late	Fall	through	Winter	– issued	monthly	



• Current	Version	and	Layout
• Just	issued	WSU	#70





• Questions


