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Great Lakes Significant Events - for March - May 2020
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Regional Climate Overview - for March - May 2020
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Regional Impacts - for March - May 2020

Impacts from high lake levels, including coastal erosion, shipping and recreation remain a concern across the basin.

Historic flooding and dam failure occurred around Midland County, MI from May 17-20. The Edenville Dam, which
already had noted structural issues, failed while the Sanford Dam overflowed and the National Weather Service issued a
flash flood warning for the Tittabawassee River. At least 10,000 people evacuated their homes. Following the floods, 138
sections of roads and bridges in Midland County were damaged or destroyed, leading to $27 million in damages.

Flash flooding around the Chicago area occurred on May 17 when 7.9 cm (3.11 in) of rain fell, making this the fifth
wettest May day ever for the city. Flood warnings were issued for the wider Chicagoland area, where agricultural fields
were under water and residents were evacuated and rescued from their homes. The Metropolitan Water Reclamation
District reversed the flow of the Chicago River to send floodwater into Lake Michigan and prevent overbank flooding.

The growing season was delayed this spring. Drier conditions in April allowed for corn and soybean planting to
progress faster than average. Cool temperatures and freezing events in early and mid-May were more damaging since

the growing season had progressed. Many specialty crops, including fruit trees, juice grapes, cherries, peaches, apricots
and some apples were damaged. Small areas of drought are beginning to develop from below average precipitation.

Flooded Midland road (credit: WNEM) Chicagoland flooding (credit: B. Snyder) Damaged apples in Ml (credit: M. Relnke)

Regional Outlook - for July - August 2020
Temperature and Precipitation Harmful Algal Blooms (HAB)
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