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Significant Drought and Related Fire Impacts 
Reported in Idaho, Oregon, and Washington
• A combination of high temperatures, low humidity, and dry to 

record-dry conditions has increased fire danger.
• Wildfires continue to threaten lives, property, crops, rangeland, 

and forests (Fig. 1).
• Drier-than-normal conditions are expected to continue across 

most of the region, which will perpetuate fire danger.
CURRENT CONDITIONS

• OR and WA have been experiencing dry weather. Combined with 
high temperatures, this led to the designation of moderate 
drought in the Olympic Peninsula, abnormal dryness in parts 
of eastern WA, and the introduction of severe drought across 
the Cascades and into the Willamette Valley last week. Southern 
ID and the panhandle are abnormally dry with some areas of 
moderate drought (Fig. 2).

• According to the Northwest River Forecast Center, monthly 
precipitation through July 30, 2018, is below 50% of normal.  
Over the last 90 days, precipitation totals for parts of western OR 
and WA were the lowest they’ve been in at least 40 years (Fig. 3).

• In southern and southwest OR, the drought, with recent warm and 
dry conditions, has caused dead fuel moisture to decline to  
record-low levels, increasing the potential flammability of fuels.

IMPACTS

• In ID, there are nine large, uncontained wildfire incidents currently 
burning over 173,000 acres including the Grassy Ridge fire 
(103,935 acres, 88% contained).

• In OR, there are 14 large, uncontained wildfire incidents currently 
burning over 116,500 acres including Taylor Creek fire (25,000 acres, 
20% contained).

• In WA, there are six large, uncontained wildfire incidents currently 
burning over 15,500 acres including the Lake Wallula fire (10,500 
acres, 55% contained).

• Approximately 10,140 firefighters and support personnel are 
deployed in OR, WA and ID, taxing resources and personnel in the 
region. 

• All three states are reporting negative impacts to forests, crops and 
rangelands, reduced air quality, and multiple evacuations.

Little Camas Fire, near Cashmere, WA (US Forest Service)

Fig 2. US Drought Monitor for the Northwest for July 26, 2018. 
Source: U.S. Drought Monitor (http://droughtmonitor.unl.edu)

Fig 1. InciWeb - Incident Information System for Pacific 
Northwest Region for July 31, 2018. Source: inciweb.nwcg.gov

Do you have local drought impacts?  
Report impacts to the  

Pacific Northwest  
Drought Impact Reporter  

to help inform decisions and  
drought response!

 For more information about NIDIS, visit www.drought.gov 

https://www.nwrfc.noaa.gov/water_supply/wy_summary/wy_summary.php?tab=2
http://droughtmonitor.unl.edu
https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/
https://survey123.arcgis.com/share/2d520057c49541bb9e3d6b5dabf7a444
https://survey123.arcgis.com/share/2d520057c49541bb9e3d6b5dabf7a444


Fig. 3. Ranked Precipitation for Last 90 Days compared to 1979-2015 
generated July 28, 2018. Source: CIRC (https://climatetoolbox.org/
tool/Climate-Mapper)

Fig. 4. Significant Wildland Fire Potential Outlook for August 2018 
released July 1, 2018. Source: National Interagency Fire Center Predictive 
Services (www.predictiveservices.nifc.gov/outlooks/outlooks.htm)

OUTLOOK

• Significant fire potential is expected to be above 
normal through September (Fig. 4). Fire danger 
indices are near-record values for late July, making 
recent lightning events very efficient in starting fires. 
The Pacific Northwest 7-Day Fire Potential Outlook 
indicates very high risk for new fires in eastern OR due 
to the threat of lightning and dry, windy conditions. 

• The 8-14 Day Outlook shows a chance of above-
normal precipitation along the coast with near-
normal precipitation across the rest of the region, and 
near-normal temperatures across much of the region, 
except for above-normal temperatures in southeast 
OR.

• The US Seasonal Drought Outlook released on July 
19, 2018, shows that drought is expected to persist 
in OR and southwest WA, and drought development 
is likely across the rest of the state and the northern 
panhandle of ID (Fig. 5).

Fig. 5. US Seasonal Drought Outlook released July 19, 2018. Source: 
NWS CPC (http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/expert_assessment/
sdo_summary.php)

Drought Resources
Find your state climatologist: https://www.stateclimate.
org/node/50
Fire Information for the Pacific Northwest: www.
climatehubs.oce.usda.gov/hubs/northwest/topic/fire-
information-northwest
Washington Water Supply Information: ecology.wa.gov/
Water-Shorelines/Water-supply/Water-availability/
Statewide-conditions
Oregon Department of Water Resources: www.oregon.gov/
owrd/Pages/wr/drought.aspx
Idaho Department of Water Resources: idwr.idaho.gov

Next Update
Drought Status Updates will be issued in the future 
as conditions evolve. 

Drought and Climate Outlook Webinars are offered 
for regional Drought Early Warning Systems, more 
information can be found here. 

Register for the August 27, 2018, PNW Webinar here. 

For more information about NIDIS, visit www.drought.gov                Follow us               Twitter               Facebook                YouTube

https://twitter.com/DroughtGov
https://www.facebook.com/droughtgov/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCmADP4Cm4SNtYZMmrY48PtQ
https://www.drought.gov/drought/calendar/webinars
https://www.drought.gov/drought/calendar/events/pacific-northwest-drought-climate-outlook-webinar-august-27-2018
http://www.predictiveservices.nifc.gov/outlooks/outlooks.htm
https://climatetoolbox.org/tool/Climate-Mapper
https://climatetoolbox.org/tool/Climate-Mapper
https://gacc.nifc.gov/nwcc/content/products/fwx/guidance/DL.pdf?2015-06-18%2015:01:49
http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/814day/
http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/expert_assessment/sdo_summary.php
http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/expert_assessment/sdo_summary.php
https://www.stateclimate.org/node/50
https://www.stateclimate.org/node/50
https://www.stateclimate.org/state_programs 
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