
focus area

ASSESSING POLICY THROUGH THE 
LENS OF NON-STATIONARITY
The technical workshop focused on the science and knowledge of drought assessment and 
improving our ability to assess the phenomenon of drought in a changing climate. However, 
workshop participants also identified considerations for related policy research, which are 
captured here to inform future discussions about the implications of non-stationarity to drought 
policies.

Priority Actions:
1. Evaluate drought assistance programs, over the life of the program, to determine what

affected eligibility for programs, and if that could have led to inequities in the distribution
of assistance.

2. Assess how communities and policy makers can leverage existing drought assessment
products, programs, and policies to reduce drought risk.

3. Evaluate programs that use drought assessments to trigger disaster designation and
programming to determine if they have or need to change due to current and future
changes in climate.

Research Questions:
1. Have existing drought assessment products missed identification of flash drought

conditions? If so, what are the economic consequences of missing conditions like flash
drought in current assessment methods, and what information would be needed to inform
policies that account for these consequences?

2. What are the barriers and opportunities within current policies to address aridification
and the corresponding adaptation needs of aridifying communities? What drought and
aridification information needs would help support the enhancement of responsive
policies as it relates to drought assistance?


	Cover
	Drought Assessment in a Changing Climate: Priority Actions and Research Needs

	Authors and Affiliates
	Table of Contents
	Acknowledgements
	Workshop Participants
	Foreword
	Executive Summary
	Introduction
	State of the Science
	Focus Areas for Future Investment to Address Identified Gaps
	Learning with Indigenous Communities
	Benchmarking Our Understanding and Assessment of Drought in a Changing Climate
	Highlight: Observation and Monitoring
	Ensuring Equity in Drought Monitoring and Assessment
	Evaluating Data Relevance, Fidelity, Integration, Metadata and New Technologies
	Determining the Physical Drivers of Drought and How They Are Changing
	Understanding Drivers of Aridification and Their Interactions with Drought
	Addressing Regional Difference in Non-stationarity
	Improving Drought Indicator Performance
	Highlight: Flash Drought

	Using Precipitation Effectiveness More Broadly to Capture Rainfall Variability
	Quantifying Water Demand in a Changing Climate
	Evaluating Drought Impacts and How They Are Changing
	Assessing Drought in Terms of Risk
	Highlight: Impact-based Monitoring of Drought and Its Cascading Hazards
	Assessing Policy through the Lens of Non-stationarity
	Strengthening Planning, Management, and Adaptation
	Improving Communication and Collaborative Knowledge Exchange

	Conclusion
	Citations
	Appendix 1: Definitions of Drought
	Appendix 2: Linkages to NOAA and USDA Strategies
	Appendix 3: Literature Review (Excerpt)
	Appendix 4: Assessing Drought in a Changing Climate: State of the Science Webinar Agenda
	Appendix 5: Assessing Drought in a Changing Climate Technical Workshop Agenda



Accessibility Report


		Filename: 

		NIDIS_DroughtAssmt2023_508C.pdf




		Report created by: 

		Lori Fulton

		Organization: 

		




 [Personal and organization information from the Preferences > Identity dialog.]


Summary


The checker found no problems in this document.


		Needs manual check: 2

		Passed manually: 0

		Failed manually: 0

		Skipped: 1

		Passed: 29

		Failed: 0




Detailed Report


		Document



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set

		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF

		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF

		Logical Reading Order		Needs manual check		Document structure provides a logical reading order

		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified

		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar

		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents

		Color contrast		Needs manual check		Document has appropriate color contrast

		Page Content



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Tagged content		Passed		All page content is tagged

		Tagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are tagged

		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order

		Character encoding		Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided

		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged

		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker

		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts

		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses

		Navigation links		Passed		Navigation links are not repetitive

		Forms



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged

		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description

		Alternate Text



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Figures alternate text		Passed		Figures require alternate text

		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read

		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content

		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation

		Other elements alternate text		Passed		Other elements that require alternate text

		Tables



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot

		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR

		Headers		Passed		Tables should have headers

		Regularity		Passed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column

		Summary		Skipped		Tables must have a summary

		Lists



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L

		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI

		Headings



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Appropriate nesting		Passed		Appropriate nesting






Back to Top


