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Regional – Significant Events for December 2025 - February 2026
Highlights for the Basin

This winter was historically warm, with 
Colorado and Wyoming observing their 
warmest winter, while Kansas, Nebraska, 
and Montana ranked second. Except 
for Nebraska, which came close, those 
same states all had a location rank as 
the all-time warmest winter on record. 
Throughout the Basin, a total of 96 
counties recorded their warmest winter. 
This was primarily driven by record-high 
temperatures in the Basin, with maximum 
temperatures on average close to 10 
degrees F above normal this winter. 

Near the end of the winter months, 
conditions were optimal for dust storms in 
eastern Colorado and western Kansas. A 
significant one occurred on February 17th 
along I-70 near Oakley, Kansas, which led 
to multiple injuries and a fatality. 

Regional – Climate Overview for December 2025 - February 2026

Temperature and Precipitation Anomalies
Departure from Normal Temperature (°F) (left)

and Percent of Normal Precipitation (right) for Winter 2025-2026

Temperatures have been exceptionally warm these past few months, with the 
basin recording its second-warmest winter. The western half of the region was 
abnormally warm in December, with 79 counties breaking their record for the 
month. January was above normal, but not record-breaking, before a return to 
record warmth in February. 

Precipitation was predominantly below normal this winter, aside from a few 
areas that did receive some snow. December had both sides of the coin, with 
record to near-record wetness in Montana and North Dakota, while Kansas had 
record dryness. January brought some precipitation to the southern portions of 
the basin, while February was generally dry except for a few places. 

Changes in                       
Drought Conditions

Dec. 2, 2025 to March 3, 2026

The map above shows the areas 
of increasing (yellow shading) and 
decreasing (green shading) categories 
of drought. Due to the overall lack 
of snowfall, drought expanded and 
intensified significantly this winter. 
Eastern Wyoming experienced the 
most significant changes, with up 
to four classes of degradation. In 
Nebraska, drought intensified at a 
near record rate this winter. 

 

Bu�alo Bill Dam in Wyoming 
recorded the warmest February in state history

Akron, Colorado recorded its driest 
winter, with only 0.06 inches of precipitation

Yankton, South Dakota reported no snowfall 
in February for the �rst time 

Snowpack across the Rockies and the Plains 
was well below normal this winter

Kansas, Nebraska, and South Dakota recorded 
their warmest Christmas on record, with highs 
reaching 83 degrees F

Wind gusts on December 18th reached up 
to 101 mph in Rapid City, South Dakota
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https://www.drought.gov/drought/resources/reports

Contact:  Gannon Rush (grush2@unl.edu)

https://www.ncei.noaa.gov/access/monitoring/climate-at-a-glance/statewide/mapping/110/tavg/202602/3/rank
https://www.wibw.com/2026/02/18/oakley-man-killed-tuesday-i-70-pileup-during-dust-storm-western-kansas/


Regional – Impacts for December 2025 - February 2026

Wildfires
The warm and dry conditions this 
winter led to a rash of wildfires in 
February. On the 17th, the Ranger 
Road fire traveled 65 miles from 
Oklahoma into Kansas. Nearly 300,000 
acres burned, and 11,000 people were 
evacuated, including several towns in 
Kansas. A few days later in Colorado, a 
vehicle crash caused several thousand 
acres to burn and the town of Padroni 
to be evacuated.

Above: Mesonet damaged by wildfires near Ashland, Kansas, credit Jake Thompson (left); Snapped tree in South Dakota due to high 
winds, credit Custer County Sheriff (center); Migrating snow geese along I-29, credit Doug Kluck (right)

Regional – Outlook for April - June 2026 MO River Basin Partners
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High Plains Regional Climate CenterHigh Plains Regional Climate Center
National Drought Mitigation CenterNational Drought Mitigation Center
National Integrated Drought Information National Integrated Drought Information 
SystemSystem
National Centers for Environmental National Centers for Environmental 
InformationInformation
National Weather Service - Central National Weather Service - Central 
RegionRegion
NOAA Climate Prediction CenterNOAA Climate Prediction Center
NWS Missouri Basin River Forecast NWS Missouri Basin River Forecast 
CenterCenter
American Association of State American Association of State 
ClimatologistsClimatologists
U.S. Army Corps of EngineersU.S. Army Corps of Engineers
U.S. Bureau of ReclamationU.S. Bureau of Reclamation
USDA Northern Plains Climate HubUSDA Northern Plains Climate Hub
Bureau of Indian Affairs – Great Plains Bureau of Indian Affairs – Great Plains 
RegionRegion

Water Resources
Snowpack across the Missouri River 
Basin was at 77 percent of normal at 
the end of winter, the lowest since 
2013. Water supply is a concern 
in the coming months, with runoff 
expected to be 91 percent of average 
and reservoirs are below normal. Soil 
moisture is also well below normal 
across the central portions of the 
basin, particularly in Nebraska.  

Temperature Precipitation
Outlooks for April - June 2026

EC: Equal chances of above, near, or below normal

A: Above normal, B: Below normal
According to NOAA’s Climate Prediction Center, the outlook for the 
upcoming season indicates increased chances of above-normal 
temperatures across most of the Basin. Increased chances of below-normal 
precipitation are present across Colorado, Kansas, Montana, Nebraska, and 
Wyoming. The majority of the Dakotas have equal chances of above, below, 
and near-normal precipitation. 

La Niña influences will end this spring, and ENSO-neutral conditions will 
be present until a shift to El Niño in the summer. The wildfire potential will 
remain elevated this spring with the continuation of a warmer and drier 
pattern, while the risk of floods is lower.

Recreation
The overall lack of snow and warmer 
temperatures greatly disrupted 
wintertime activities. In the Black Hills 
and Wyoming, events were cancelled, 
and the local economy has been 
impacted due to the lack of snow. 
Across the northern states, numerous 
people have fallen through thin lake 
ice due to warmer temperatures, and 
there was one fatality in Montana. 

https://satlib.cira.colostate.edu/event/ranger-road-fire/
https://satlib.cira.colostate.edu/event/ranger-road-fire/
https://www.cnn.com/2026/02/18/weather/ranger-road-wildfire-wind-forecast-climate
https://www.cnn.com/2026/02/18/weather/ranger-road-wildfire-wind-forecast-climate
https://www.cbsnews.com/colorado/news/evacuation-northeastern-colorado-town-padroni/
http://www.hprcc.unl.edu
http://drought.unl.edu/
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http://www.ncei.noaa.gov
http://www.ncei.noaa.gov
http://www.weather.gov/crh
http://www.weather.gov/crh
http://www.cpc.noaa.gov
http://www.weather.gov/mbrfc 
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https://www.stateclimate.org/
https://www.stateclimate.org/
http://www.nwd-mr.usace.army.mil/rcc/
https://www.usbr.gov/

http://www.climatehubs.oce.usda.gov
http://www.bia.gov/regional-offices/great-plains
http://www.bia.gov/regional-offices/great-plains
https://nwcc-apps.sc.egov.usda.gov/awdb/basin-plots/POR/WTEQ/assocHUC2/10_Missouri_Region.html?showYears=2026
https://www.nwd-mr.usace.army.mil/rcc/reports/runoff_narrative.pdf
https://www.nwd-mr.usace.army.mil/rcc/reports/runoff_narrative.pdf
https://snowgoer.com/community/racing-and-events/two-major-spring-snowmobile-events-canceled/34069/
https://www.dakotanewsnow.com/2026/01/25/ice-rescue-pulls-two-brant-lake-lake-county/
https://www.dakotanewsnow.com/2026/01/25/ice-rescue-pulls-two-brant-lake-lake-county/
https://www.montanaoutdoor.com/2026/03/man-drowns-during-spar-lake-ice-fishing-trip/



